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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 
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The Sunday before the Nativity of Christ  

(The Genealogy)  
 

320 Palermo Avenue, Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
Phone: (305) 444-6541     Fax: (305) 445-6530  

Email: Office@StGMiami.org     
Website: www.StGMiami.org     Webmaster@StGMiami.org 
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Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers (As announced in Calendar) 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Orthros (Matins) -- 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
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This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Universal (catholic), 
and Apostolic Church.  As Antiochian Orthodox, this Church belongs to two 

thousand years of history and tradition, which express the continued  
commitment of its members to the faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

Visitors, please feel at home in prayer and worship.  Please visit the new  
Cathedral Website: www.StGMiami.org.  Please submit your names to the 

Ushers and introduce yourself to Fr. Saba at the end of the service.   
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Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba 
Michel Nasr 

Hanna Khoury 
Elie Bardawil 

Muazzi Hatem 
Jamal Habib 

Dean / Presiding Officer 
President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Financial Secretary 
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Clergy 
Sunday School 
Antiochian Women 
Fellowship (FSJD) 
SOYO 
Order of St. Ignatius 

Andrea Abu-Akel 
Abdallah Daiha 

Douglas Ede 
Michael Husson 
Vladimir Kostik 

Diana O’Brien 
Dr. Don Shalhub 
Nasser Soufia 
Yamil Zacur 
Tony Zammar 
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Tuesday, December 24, 2013 
 

Orthros (Matins)  
5:30 p.m. 

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Coffee Hour to follow Liturgy 

 
 

 
His Grace Bishop ANTOUN  

presiding 



 

 

At the beginning of the Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m., please turn 
to page 92 in the Red Service Book to follow the Liturgy.   

Please use the inserts in this Weekly Bulletin for this week’s changes. 
~  ~  ~ 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone One) 
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy 

most pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Saviour, granting life to the 
world��for which cause the Heavenly Powers cried aloud unto Thee, O Giver of 

Life, Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to Thy Kingdom! Glory to 
Thy Providence! O Thou who alone art the Lover of Mankind.  
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Entrance Hymn (Tone Two) 
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia� 
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The Troparion of the Resurrection, above, is repeated  
in Tone One after the Entrance. 

 

Troparion of the Forefeast of the Nativity (Tone Four)  
Be thou ready, O Bethlehem; for Eden hath been opened for all. Prepare, O Eph-
ratha; for the Tree of life hath blossomed forth in the cave from the Virgin; for 
her belly did appear as a noetic paradise in which is planted the divine Plant, 
whereof eating we shall live and not die as Adam. Verily, Christ shall be born, 

raising the likeness that fell of old.  
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�	���	�����	���� Changes in the Liturgy         

Troparion of the Sunday before the Nativity (Tone Two) 
Great are the accomplishments of faith��for the three holy youths rejoiced in the 
fountain of flames as though at waters of rest. And the Prophet Daniel appeared 

a shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep. Wherefore, by their 
pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls. 
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)Tone Four(George the Great Martyr . Troparion of St 
As deliverer of captives, and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, cham-
pion of kings: Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God 

for our souls’ salvation. 
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Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity (Tone Three) 
Today the Virgin cometh unto the cave to give birth to the Word who was born 

before all ages, begotten in a manner that defies description.  Rejoice, therefore, 
O universe if thou shouldst hear and glorify with the Angels and the shepherds. 

Glorify Him who by His will shall become a new-born Babe and who is our 
God before all ages.  
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Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our Fathers!  For you are just in all you have done! 
The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews (11:9-10, 32-40) 
Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise.  For he looked forward to the city, 
which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.  And what more shall I say? For time 
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the proph-
ets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weak-
ness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resur-
rection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release that they might rise again to a better life. 
Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, 
they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they went about in 
skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  And all these, 
though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen 
something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.  
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  The Epistle for the Sunday before the Nativity  



 

 

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (1:1-25) 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of 
Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez 
the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Ammi-
nadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and 
Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed 
the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.  And David was the father 
of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Reho-
boam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jeho-
shaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and 
Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of 
Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, 
and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at 
the time of the deportation to Babylon.  And after the deportation to Babylon:  Jecho-
niah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Jerubbabel, and Jerubbabel 
the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 
and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of 
Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan 
the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom Je-
sus was born, who is called Christ.  So all generations from Abraham to David were 
fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen genera-
tions, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.  Now the 
birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed 
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; 
and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 
to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall con-
ceive and bear a son, and his name shall be Emmanuel” which means, ‘God with us.’ 
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name  
Jesus. 
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The Gospel for the Sunday before the Nativity  



 

 

���56	�����	��������	���4� 
The Gospel for the Sunday before the Nativity  
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The Advent (Christmas) Fast continues and  

will conclude on Christmas Eve after Liturgy.  
This fast includes abstaining from all meat, dairy, alcohol, and oil.  

Fasting must always be accompanied by prayer and forgiveness, using 
the wisdom of God found, first, and foremost, in the Holy Scriptures.  

Helping and serving others and feeding those who are in need will give 
fasting its true meaning.  Without love for others, prayers are empty. 
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Presented after Liturgy by: 
The St. George Cathedral Sunday School Staff and Students 
Followed by the first-ever Sunday School General Assembly 



 

 

 
The month of December in the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America 

is the month recognizing  

The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch  
 

The Order  is the philanthropic arm of the Archdiocese funding many pro-
grams, ministries, and projects here in the Archdiocese and abroad 
across the Patriarchate of Antioch, the Holy Land, and other places 

around the world. 
 

December 20 th is the Feast of  
St. Ignatius of Antioch.   

 
Members of the  

Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch  
are asked to wear their Crosses  

and  
assist with ushering, reading the 

Epistle, and other various tasks for 
the entire month of  

December. 
 

If you are not a member of The Order  and are interested 
in joining this great organization,  

please contact Fr. Saba, Tony Zammar or any member 
of The Order  for information. 

 
 

To view the website for The Order , please visit 
www.antiochian.org/order  
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This season reminds us of the wonderful Gift we have received in Jesus 
Christ – and to be grateful and giving in response. 
 
If you have not already done so, please take the time to complete your 
2013 offering today and enable St. George Cathedral to continue to en-
hance the spiritual growth of the church. 
 
All contributions that are to be counted for 2013 must be received by the 
Church Treasury no later than December 31, 2013. 
 
Please contact the Church Office for any questions in regards to your 
pledge commitments. 

�

 
to those that have already fulfilled their pledge commitments! 
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of St. George Cathedral 

Sincerely thank all the parishioners who donated gi fts for needy 
children in the Donna’s Angel Tree program and prou dly announces 

 

A record of  
330 gifts were  

distributed  
this year! 

 

Much appreciation to Haifa and 
Giselle Khoury for a job well done! 
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Sincerely thank all the parishioners who placed and /or sold orders 

for the Advent Bake Sale and proudly announces 
 

A profit of $4,844.07 for the Bake Sale!  
 

Thank you to a generous and Anonymous Donor  
who has underwritten the expenses for the Bake Sale! 

 

A special thanks to all the dedicated ladies who baked and 
packed all the orders in the past few weeks.  Much appreciation 

to Shirley Husson and her Committee for a job well done! 
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Annual  

Middle Eastern  

Festival 
February 8-9, 2014 

 

Enjoy the weekend with  
your Cathedral family! 

 
More information coming soon! 
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