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Welcome to St. George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral!
This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Universal (catholic),
and Apostolic Church. As Antiochian Orthodox, this Church belongs to two
thousand years of history and tradition, which express the continued
commitment of its members to the faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
Visitors, please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please visit the new
Cathedral Website: www.StGMiami.org. Please submit your names to the
Ushers and introduce yourself to Fr. Saba at the end of the service.

Welcome! Ahlan wa Sahlan!

REFLECTION
There are three types of Christians:
One type is the Christian who does the will of God because he is afraid of going to
hell. This type of Christian is called “a slave” because he does everything out of fear
of what the Master will do to him.
The second kind of Christian is called “a hireling.” He works as if for hire, as workers who work for pay. If he does any good, he does it only because he expects God to
reward him. He wants to be paid for all he does. This is the type of person who tries
to bargain with God: “I promise I’ll do this, if you would only do this for me.” These
people who seek reward and seek praise and glory from men, Jesus spoke of them
when he said, “Truly, I say to you, they have already received their reward.”
The third kind of Christian is the highest kind. He is the Christian who loves God
and loves his fellow man spontaneously, without ever thinking of hell or getting a
reward. In the book called “The Way of the Pilgrim”, we read “God wills us to come
to Him neither as slaves or as mercenaries hired for money, but in the manner of
sons and daughters who lead honorable lives for the love of Him and from eagerness
to serve Him.”
We must ask ourselves: “What type of Christian am I?” Are we slaves to a fearful
God, afraid of His punishment if we don’t do what He wants us to do? Are we mercenary Christians who do things to get something in return? Or are we the Christians
who do things out of love for God and for our neighbor.
The Apostle John says in his first epistle: “We love Him because He first loved
us” (1 John 4:19). Pure and simple.
A reporter who was interviewing Mother Teresa and saw how she took care of the
poor and sick in the streets of Calcutta, asked her “How can you touch these sick
people with their open sores and infected bodies. I wouldn’t do it for a million dollars.” Mother Teresa looked back at the reporter, smiled and said, “Neither would I.”
She did it out of pure love. That is the type of Christian we need to be.

REFLECTION
If you were asked, “What is the hardest task in the world,”
what would you say it is?
Some of us might thing of some physical or muscular feat, some might
think it is some acrobatic challenge or act of bravery on the battlefield,
some of us might think it is an intellectual achievement. As hard as any of
these things might be, there is a task that is much harder. There is nothing
harder than saying these three words, “I was wrong.” It takes a humility
that few people are capable of. As hard as it is to say, “I was wrong,” these
three words are needed in life more than anything else. They are words that
have supernatural effects. They are words that reconcile; words that unite;
words that heal wounds; words that bring peace. They almost seem to be
magic words.
A major league umpire was asked once if he ever made mistakes in calling
balls and strikes. He replied, “Of course, I make mistakes. My only trouble
is I can’t admit it.” Our hope in life as Christians is to have the humility to
admit to ourselves and to God that we are not perfect and that we have
made mistakes, and make them every day.
One day a man was passing a truck. Suddenly he had to cut in very sharply
right in front of the truck to avoid a car coming from a side road. A few
minutes later the truck roared around this man’s car and cut in front of
him sharply the same way.
Soon the car and truck were standing side by side waiting for a red light to
turn green. The man in the car, who cut in front of the truck, rolled down
his window. The truck driver saw this and leaned forward looking in a very
angry way, and was ready to yell at the man in the car. The man in the car
said in a very pleasant and kind voice, “I’m sorry that I cut in front of you
back there.” The truck driver was speechless. That was not what he expected the man to say. The truck driver then smiled and said, “Forget it; I
was the one who acted like a fool.” Think about how different this encounter could have been.
Think about how different our lives would be if we learned how to admit
our mistakes and ask for forgiveness.

Changes in the Liturgy

    

At the beginning of the Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m.,
please turn to page 92 in the Red Service Book
to follow along with the Liturgy.
Please use the inserts in this Weekly Bulletin
for this week’s changes in the Liturgy.

~ ~ ~
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Eight)
From the heights, thou didst descend, O compassionate one, and thou didst
submit to the three-day burial, that thou might deliver us from passion, thou art
our life and our resurrection, O Lord, glory to thee.
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Entrance Hymn (Tone Two)
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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The Troparion of the Resurrection is repeated, as above,
in Tone Eight, after the Entrance of the Gospel.

Changes in the Liturgy

    

Troparion of the Sunday of the Forefathers of Christ (Tone Two)
Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them thou hast
gone before and betrothed unto thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let the saints,
therefore, take pride in glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a noble fruit, and
she it was who gave birth to thee without seed. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O
Christ God, save our souls.
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Troparion of the Feast of St. Eleutherios (Tone Four)
Thou hast become like the Apostles in their states, a successor to their throne,
finding indeed the intelligential ladder, O thou God-inspired. Therefore, thou hast
followed the Word of God in righteousness, and striven unto blood for the Faith. O
Martyr among Priests Eleutherios, intercede with Christ God to save our souls.
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Troparion of St. George the Great Martyr (Tone Four)
As deliverer of captives, and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion
of kings: Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our
souls’ salvation.
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Kontakion of Feast of the Nativity (Tone Three)
Today the Virgin cometh unto the cave to give birth to the Word who was born
before all ages, begotten in a manner that defies description. Rejoice, therefore, O
universe if thou shouldst hear and glorify with the Angels and the shepherds.
Glorify Him who by His will shall become a new-born Babe and who is our God
before all ages.
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Epistle for the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers!
For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us!
The Reading is from Saint Paul's Letter to the Colossians (3:4-11)
Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life appears, then you also will appear with
him in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the
wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these you once walked,
when you lived in them. But now put them all away; anger, wrath, malice, slander,
and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put
off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is being
renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there cannot be Greek
and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but
Christ is all, and in all.
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Church Etiquette
During the reading of the Epistle and Gospel, please refrain from
moving or walking so you may not be a distraction to others listening and so
you may be properly focused and reverent to the Word of God.

     "
Gospel for the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (14:16-24)
The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited
many; and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had
been invited, ‘Come for all is now ready.’ But, one by one, they all began to make
excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it;
I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of
oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said,
‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go
out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed
and blind and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been
done, and still there is room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the
highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled.
For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. For
many are called, but few are chosen.’”
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Cathedral News
Altar Vigil Candle
DECEMBER

Charles and Diana O’Brien
Michael and Mouna Dahlan
Jeanette Haddad Stern

JANUARY

Anonymous
Michael and Mouna Dahlan and Family

FEBRUARY

George and Widaa Khoury
Michael and Mouna Dahlan and Family

MARCH

Michael and Mouna Dahlan and Family

~~~~~~~
TODAY: Churching for Maurice, son of
Fadi and Tania Barakat. Mabrouk!

Advent Season Fast
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The Advent (Christmas) Fast continues and
will conclude on Christmas Eve after Liturgy.
This fast includes abstaining from all meat, dairy, alcohol, and oil.
Fasting must always be accompanied by prayer and forgiveness, using
the wisdom of God found, first, and foremost, in the Holy Scriptures.
Helping and serving others and feeding those who are in need will give
fasting its true meaning. Without love for others, prayers are empty.

Cathedral News
Holy Bread Offering
TODAY

Duraid and Gema Hanna and Family

DECEMBER 22

Sylvie Murad

DECEMBER 24

Cathedral Council

DECEMBER 29

Munif and Ruba Asfour and Family

JANUARY 5

Atalla and Andrea Abu-Akel and Family

JANUARY 12

Cathedral Council

JANUARY 19

The Elias Family

Coffee Hour Host
TODAY

Duraid and Gema Hanna and Family

DECEMBER 22

Sylvie Murad

DECEMBER 24

Cathedral Council

DECEMBER 29

Munif and Ruba Asfour and Family

JANUARY 5

Atalla and Andrea Abu-Akel and Family

JANUARY 12

Cathedral Council (Annual General Assembly)

JANUARY 19

The Elias Family

To sign up, please contact the Church Office
at 305-444-6541 or Office@StGMiami.org.

Cathedral Calendar
TODAY
Orthros (Matins) Service
9:30 a.m.
TODAY
Divine Liturgy
10:30 a.m.
TODAY
December is “Order of St. Ignatius” Month
TODAY
Rehearsal for Christmas Pageant
1:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec 17 Stewardship Committee Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec 18 Festival Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Saturday, Dec 21 Mandatory Dress Rehearsal—Chrismtas Pageant 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, Dec 21 The Great Vespers Service will NOT be celebrated.
Sunday, Dec 22 Orthros (Matins) Service
9:30 a.m.
Sunday, Dec 22 Divine Liturgy
10:30 a.m.
Sunday, Dec 22 Christmas Pageant by Sunday School
After Liturgy
Sunday, Dec 22 Sunday School General Assembly
After Pageant
Tuesday, Dec 24 Christmas Eve Services
5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec 25 Feast of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Dec 25—
Church Office Closed
25—28

Save the Date!
FSJD Road Trip to St. Augustine and Orlando
Jan 33-4, 2014
Family Night hosted by the Antiochian Women
Jan 10, 2014
Annual General Assembly Meeting
Jan 12, 2014
Election of Cathedral Council Officers
Jan 14, 2014
Scriptural Symposium hosted by Antiochian Biblical Institute Jan 1717-18, 2014
Induction of 2014 Cathedral Council
Jan 19, 2014
Annual Cathedral Festival
Feb 88-9, 2014
Great Lent Begins—Clean Monday
Mar 3, 2014
Great and Holy PASCHA (Easter)
Apr 20, 2014
Patronal Feast Day of St. George the Great Martyr
Apr 2626-27, 2014
Annual St. George Feast Day Celebration
May 17, 2014
Southeast Diocese Parish Life Conference in Orlando, FL
Jun 1111-15, 2014
53rd Biennial Archdiocese Convention hosted in Miami
Jul 2323-30, 2017

Celebrate the Birth
of
THE LORD AND SAVIOR

JESUS CHRIST
with your St. George Cathedral Family!
Tuesday, December 24, 2013
Orthros (Matins)
5:30 p.m.
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
6:30 p.m.
Coffee Hour to follow Liturgy

His Grace Bishop ANTOUN
presiding

The month of December in the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
is the month recognizing

The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch
The Order is the philanthropic arm of the Archdiocese funding many programs, ministries, and projects here in the Archdiocese and abroad
across the Patriarchate of Antioch, the Holy Land, and other places
around the world.

December 20th is the Feast of
St. Ignatius of Antioch.
Members of the
Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch
are asked to wear their Crosses
and
assist with ushering, reading the
Epistle, and other various tasks for
the entire month of
December.
If you are not a member of The Order and are interested
in joining this great organization,
please contact Fr. Saba, Tony Zammar or any member
of The Order for information.

To view the website for The Order, please visit
www.antiochian.org/order

FROM THE OFFICE OF

STEWARDSHIP:
It’s not too late!
But soon will be!

This season reminds us of the wonderful Gift we have received in Jesus
Christ – and to be grateful and giving in response.
If you have not already done so, please take the time to complete your
2013 offering today and enable St. George Cathedral to continue to enhance the spiritual growth of the church.
All contributions that are to be counted for 2013 must be received by the
Church Treasury no later than December 31, 2013.
Please contact the Church Office for any questions in regards to your
pledge commitments.

to those that have already fulfilled their pledge commitments!

Save the Date!
Annual
Middle Eastern

Festival
February 8-9, 2014
Enjoy the weekend with
your Cathedral family!
More information coming soon!

